
 

 

 
 

29th Annual Conference Agenda  

September 20-22, 2015 

OMNI Austin Hotel Downtown 

 Austin, Texas 
 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2015 
 

11:30–5:00 SDP Training:   Introduction to Depreciation  

                            Depreciation and Ratemaking Issues 

 

5:30–7:00 Welcome and Gathering Reception - Atrium 

 

Monday, September 21, 2015 
 

7:30-8:30      Registration and Continental Breakfast 

 

8:30-8:45     Opening Remarks – Capital Ballroom 

Dane Watson, President 

Rick Fisher, Vice President and Program Director 

 

Overview of Austin 

 

8:45-9:45 Trends in Enterprise Asset Management Data Analytics 

Hiran Bhadra, KPMG  

How big data and asset management technologies are changing the way operational 

departments are prioritizing work and making decisions on replacement versus 

maintenance. Along with increased pressures to replace aging infrastructure and 

advance new technologies with limits to short-term capital, these decision drivers may 

add additional factors to how we depreciate and ultimately recover capitalized costs. 

 

9:45- 10:45 Benchmarking Capitalization Best Practices 
Jennifer Hoffman, Xcel Energy 

Utility companies have been steadily increasing their capital and operations and 

maintenance (O&M) spending to maintain and upgrade networks, rebuild assets, 

comply with regulatory bodies and develop renewable energy resources.  The 

increasing level of spend has magnified the importance of classification of costs as 

capital or O&M and, therefore, companies are continually looking at their capitalization 

policies to assure that they are aligned with current business practices.  A summary of 

the industry best practice survey conducted by Xcel Energy helps to fill in a piece of 



 

 

that puzzle as it relates to capital accounting best practices. 

 

10:45-11:00 Break 

 

11:00-12:00   An Update on the Gas Industry 

Kyle Rogers, American Gas Association 

Insight from the American Gas Association (AGA) on the industry including current 

trends. Additional discussion and data on capital investment trends and the future. 

 

12:00-1:30 Lunch & Meeting 

 

1:30-1:45 Lifetime Achievement Award 

1:45-2:35 Reforming the Energy Vision 

Matthew Kahn, Consolidated Edison, Inc  

Ned Allis, Gannett Fleming, Inc. 

In response to Governor Cuomo’s announcement for plans to fundamentally transform 

the way electricity is distributed and used in New York, the New York Public Service 

Commission launched an initiative to reform the State’s energy industry and regulatory 

practices. The imitative, Reforming the Energy Vision (REV), will change the way 

utilities and their customers interact related to the production, distribution and 

consumption of electricity, and will have wide-reaching regulatory, tax and deprecation 

impacts. 

 

2:35-2:45 

 
Break 

2:45-3:45 Capital Work Order Process – Industry  

Scott Hogan, Bain & Company 

A view into industry trends on cost management and efforts to find efficiencies in 

various business processes, optimizing resource use.  A special focus on Bain’s efforts 

on improving the capital work order process, optimizing data quality along with timely 

accounting to more closely synchronize with the actual field construction and 

maintenance work. Bain provides a valued perspective on how to look at business 

process optimization solutions along with technology solutions and how to implement 

those solutions over a roadmap based on maturity. 

 

3:45-4:45 Breakout Session 

This will offer an opportunity for smaller groups to have a discussion with peers on 

some of the topics of the day. 

  

4:45-4:50 Closing Comments and Reminders 

 

5:30-7:30 Evening Reception – Pete’s Dueling Piano Bar 



 

 

Tuesday, September 22, 2015 

 

7:45-8:30       Continental Breakfast 

8:30-9:30         Witness Preparation 

Ann Coffin, Parsley, Coffin, and Renner Law Firm 

Advice from a seasoned attorney on how to be a better witness.  Ann will walk us 

through what to expect sitting in the hot seat and some practical tips to help you excel 

as an expert witness. 

 

9:30-10:30         Capital Recovery of Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 

David Gunn, Southern California Edison 

An overview of Southern California Edison’s Charge Ready filing, a proposal invest in 

vehicle charging infrastructure in Southern California. David will dive into accounting 

and regulatory recovery including the impacts asset ownership, lives, and net salvage.  

 

10:30-10:45 

 

Break 

 

10:45-11:40   Accounting Update 

Dr. John Lacey 

Professor of Accountancy, California State University 

John will walk us through changes in the accounting since our conference last year, 

current trends and what to keep your eyes on going forward. 

 

11:40 – 11:45 Closing Statements and Adjournment 

 

 

1:00pm SDP Extended Training: 

 Depreciation Fundamentals 

 Preparing and Supporting a Depreciation Study 

 Analyzing the Life of Real-World Property 

 Life and Net Salvage Analysis 

  

 


